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Ecological Crisis and Crisis of Human Nature: Reflect on Dewey’s Theory of Human Nature
XU lei

(School of Public Administration, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, China.)

Abstract: Ecological crisis is a crisis of human nature, that is, people express their desires freely and
ignore nature, which is the confusion between human nature and animal nature. Especially after the
enlightenment, the inspiration of the catharsis of human desires leads to the habit of destroying nature,
which is divided against nature, and the ecological crisis erupts. However, human nature evolves and
interacts with nature. Human beings live in nature which in turn influences human beings. These two aspects
are not separated. Dewey’s theory of human nature, that is, the theory of variable human nature is formed by
environment and habit, provides a new perspective for how to deal with the relationship between humanity
and nature.

Key words: ecological crisis; crisis of human nature; Dewey; human nature
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